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For the past 24 years, Professor Richard Primack and his team have been using
historical records from Massachusetts, especially those gathered by the famous
environmental philosopher Henry David Thoreau, to document the earlier flowering
and leafing out times of plants, the earlier flight times of butterflies, and the more
variable response of migratory birds. Plants in Concord are also changing in
abundance due to a warming climate. This work has expanded spatially with the use
of digitized herbarium specimens and experimentally using dormant twig
experiments.  What would Thoreau tell us to do about global warming if he were alive
today?
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